Scarcely a week passes without complaints being made to me of the bad effects on the general health, or on the eye-sight, of the sorters or other officers employed in the larger offices lighted by gas. I have long been of opinion that the method of lighting these and other large offices is capable of very considerable improvement. The lights are very numerous, and being only eight feet from the floor, there is no attempt made to carry off the great amount of caloric, or the deleterious gases given off in combustion.
The number of officers employed at one time in some of the offices, makes it desirable that some better system of combining more perfect lighting, with good ventilation, should be adopted.
In the Inland Office there are employed, at one time on morning duty, about 467 men; on evening duty, 378 men. The number of gas lamps is 155.
In the newspaper office there are employed at the same time on morning duty, 646 men; on evening duty, 287?gas burners, 145.
The rapid vitiation of the atmosphere in these offices when lighted up may easily be imagined, when it is recollected that each gas burner gives off as much carbonic acid gas as six human beings, besides the sulphurous acid and other impurities. To Rowland Hill, Esq., Secretary G. P. 0.
